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1. (currently amended) A method for enabling a consumer to access the Internet using a 
television having at least one television tuner, comprising: 

configuring the television to have plural television channels and at least one virtual channel, 
the virtual channel representing a Web page; 

providing a mixer receiving the television channels and virtual channel: 
providing a switch receiving an output of the mixer: and 

configuring the switch to pass the output to a display based at least in part on a user channel 
selection > end 

periodical l y s e nding updot e o to the W e b page to the television ? such that th e virtual chann el 

is p e riodically updat e d th e r e by. 

2. (original) The method of Claim 1, wherein content of the virtual channel is stored in memory 
within the television. 

3. (original) The method of Claim 1, wherein content of the virtual channel is stored in memory 
remote from the television. 

4. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein fee updates io_the_vj rtual channel are sent 
via a DSL. 

5. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the updates to the virtual channel are sent 
via a cable modem line. 

6. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein fee updates to the virtual channel are sent 
via at least one vertical blanking interval (VBI) of a television signal. 

7. (original) The method of Claim 1, further comprising; 
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receiving consumer input via a conventional television control device; 



using the input, establishing a consumer profile; and 

using the consumer profile, establishing at least one virtual channel or updating at least one 
virtual channel on the television. 

8. (original) The method of Claim 7, wherein the input is received and stored in memory inside 
the television at a first time, and then transmitted to a site remote from the television at a second time. 

9. (original) The method of Claim l t wherein the act of sending updates includes; 

sending information pertaining to at least one update to the television; and 
at the television, using the information to determine whether to download the update to the 
television. 

10. (currently amended) An interactive television flTV) system, comprising: method for 
presenting - t e l e vision signals and Web pag e s on a s ing le i nt e ractiv e t e l e vioion (I TV), oompriflingi 

detecting televi s ion s ignals at a television tuner supported on a housing of the ITV; 

in r e spons e to a u se r - chann e l se l e ction, pr e s e nting a tolovioion ohnnnol or a Web page 
receiver on the housing of the ITV, the a Web page received at the receiver being associated with 
a virtual channel; and 

a mixer receiving signals from the tuner and the Web page receiver and selectively mixing 
TV signals with Internet signals for display thereof on a TV screen, 

updating or changing the - W e b pag e associated with the virtual ohonnol, ouch that a-first 
version of the W e b pag e io displayed via di e virtual channel at a first time, and - a -se cond v e rsion of 
th e W e b pago io displayed via the virtual ohannol at a second time. 
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1 1 . (currently amended) The method system of Claim 10, further comprising a switch at an 

output of the mixer and configurable to present, in response to a user channel selection, a TV channel signal 
from the mi x er, a virtual channel sign a l from the mixer, and a combination thereof, wherein content of th e 
virtual channeM9^Ujr<x!-in-menfK)ry-within the ITV, 

12-40 (canceled). 
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